
As the veil of winter 
lifts from Lake James 
we know that people 
from near and far are 
looking forward to 
summertime at the 
lake. With clear waters, 
beautiful surroundings 
and water sports of 
every type, it’s easy to 
get excited about the 
coming months. Like 
most places people live, 
work and play, Lake 
James could use a good 
spring cleaning to be 
looking its best when 
the guests arrive.

Goodness knows the lake needs 
it, especially this year with all the 
flotsam and jetsam that’s been washed 
downstream as a result of record-
breaking rainfall in the Catawba 
River Basin over the past 12 months. 
Everything flows down-river, including 
trash, and that’s the situation we find 
ourselves in.

Thankfully, Lake James has a dedicated 
group of stewards to make sure the area 

is looking its best for residents, visitors 
and for the health of the environment. 
Once again, the Community of Lake 
James and Lake James Area Wildlife 
and Nature Society will partner with the 
state park for the annual Lake James 
Clean-Up. This one-day volunteer effort 
takes place March 23 and will focus 
on the lake shoreline contained within 
Burke County.    

“It started out as a small group of us 
back in 2002,” explained Howard 
Morgan, one of the event’s original 

organizers. “It just kind 
of grew as more and 
more communities got 
involved.”

Last year more than 
100 volunteers showed 
up and filled several 
dumpsters with trash 
collected from boats 
and on foot. 

Gloves, trash bags and 
mechanical grabbers 
will be available 
until supplies are 
exhausted. Water and 
lunch will be provided. 

Volunteers who can provide the use of 
their personal watercraft are especially 
welcome, as accessing remote 
shorelines will be a priority. Student 
volunteers will receive the added benefit 
of earning a letter of Community Service 
for their involvement. 

For more information or to register to 
help, call Howard Morgan at (828) 
584-0876 or John Stein at (828) 584-
6948.

THE MCDOWELL COUNTY SIDE OF LAKE JAMES 
WILL HAVE IT’S DAY IN THE SPOTLIGHT MAY 4.

Contact Matt Burneisen of McDowell County N.C. Cooperative Extension, Keep McDowell Beautiful 
by emailing him at Matt_Burneisen@ncsu.edu or call him at (828) 652-8104. 

IT’S TIME FOR THE ANNUAL 
LAKE JAMES CLEAN-UP

MARCH-APRIL 2019

888-233-6111 | blueridgetravelers.com



LAKEJAMESSTATEPARK.ORG                                                       INFO@LAKEJAMESSTATEPARK.ORG2

BOAT TOUR – FRIDAY, MAR. 8

Lake James hosts many species of waterfowl during their return migration north, as well as the critters that stay here year-

round. Ranger Clay Veasey will be your captain and guide aboard the park patrol boat as we search for loons, otters, bald eagles 

and scenic vistas. The weather could be blustery, so be sure to dress warmly if you are one of the eight lucky participants. 

Registration is required and available on a first-come, first-served basis. Call the park office at 828-584-7728 to reserve your 

spot. Meet at the Paddy’s Creek Area East Picnic Shelter at 12:45 for a briefing and prompt departure at 1 p.m.

BOAT TOUR – SATURDAY, MAR. 9

Lake James hosts many species of waterfowl during their return migration north, as well as the critters that stay here year-

round. Ranger Earl Weaver will be your captain and guide aboard the park patrol boat as we search for loons, otters, bald eagles 

and scenic vistas. The weather could be blustery, so be sure to dress warmly if you are one of the eight lucky participants. 

Registration is required and available on a first-come, first-served basis. Call the park office at 828-584-7728 to reserve your 

spot. Meet at the Paddy’s Creek Area East Picnic Shelter at 1:45 for a briefing and prompt departure at 2 p.m.

JUNIOR RANGER BOOT CAMP – SATURDAY, MAR. 16

Do you think you have what it takes to join the prestigious ranks of the North Carolina State Park Junior Rangers? If you do, the 

rangers at Lake James State Park want you! The Junior Ranger program is for kids ages 6-12 who have an interest in nature 

and stewardship. Join Park Ranger Jamie Cameron to receive your Junior Ranger workbook and participate in several activities 

that will put you well on your way towards earning your Junior Ranger certificate at patch. We’ll meet at the Paddy’s Creek Area 

bathhouse breezeway at 1 p.m. You must pre-register for this program by calling the park office at 828-584-7728.

ASTRONOMY FOR EVERYONE – 

SATURDAY, MAR. 16

Back by popular demand, Lake James State 

Park will be co-hosting with the Catawba 

Valley Astronomy Club for a night of star 

gazing. Learn some basic star gazing tips 

and techniques. There will be telescopes and 

binoculars set up for viewing the night sky, but 

feel free to bring your own if you have them. 

Folding chairs are also recommended.  We will 

meet in the upper parking lot of the Paddy’s 

Creek Area at 7 p.m. Register by calling the 

park office at 828-584-7728.
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OVERMOUNTAIN VICTORY TRAIL HIKE – SUNDAY, MAR. 17

In the darkest days of the American Revolution a rag-tag band of 

frontiersmen set out in pursuit of a roving army of British Loyalists 

intent on bringing the untamed South to heel. The chase took place 

across hundreds of miles and four states, culminating in the Battle 

of King’s Mountain in South Carolina. Part of that journey took place 

along the Catawba River in what is now Lake James State Park. 

Retrace the steps of those American heroes with Park Ranger Jamie 

Cameron as we hike a 1-mile section of the Overmountain Victory 

Trail. Meet at the Holly Discovery Trail parking lot (near the Paddy’s 

Creek Bridge) in the Paddy’s Creek Area at 1:30 p.m.

BOAT TOUR – FRIDAY, MAR. 22

Lake James hosts many species of waterfowl during their return migration north, as well as the critters that stay here year-

round. Ranger Clay Veasey will be your captain and guide aboard the park patrol boat as we search for loons, otters, bald eagles 

and scenic vistas. The weather could be blustery, so be sure to dress warmly if you are one of the eight lucky participants. 

Registration is required and available on a first-come, first-served basis. Call the park office at 828-584-7728 to reserve your 

spot. Meet at the Paddy’s Creek Area East Picnic Shelter at 9:45 for a briefing and prompt departure at 10 a.m.

LAKE CLEAN-UP – SATURDAY, MAR. 23

The weather is warming, the birds are singing and the trees are beginning to bud – it’s time for a little spring cleaning at Lake 

James. Lake James Area Wildlife and Nature Society will partner with the state park once again for the annual shoreline clean-

up. It will be all hands on deck to get the lake ready for the busy spring and summer season. With water levels low, now is the 

time to remove as much trash as possible from the exposed shoreline. Volunteers are needed, but volunteers with boats (pontoon 

boats especially) will be at a premium. Team leaders will meet at 8:30 a.m. at the Paddy’s Creek Area law enforcement boat 

ramp for a briefing. Volunteers should arrive by 9 a.m. The teams will reconvene at the East Picnic Shelter at 2 p.m. for a picnic 

lunch. Students note: participants will receive a Letter of Community Service upon request. Anyone interesting in lending a 

helping hand should check out the Lake James Area Wildlife and Nature Society on Facebook or call John Steine at 828-584-6948 

or Howard Morgan at 828-584-0876. 

SISTER TREK: HONORING WOMEN IN HISTORY – SUNDAY, MAR. 24

NC State Parks has joined the initiative to get women and girls on trails across North America by offering “Sister Treks”. With 

March being Women’s History Month Park Superintendent Nora Coffey will be leading a 1.5-mile hike to honor notable women 

throughout history who have left a mark on our region and our environment. Meet at the Holly Discovery Trail parking lot (near 

the Paddy’s Creek Bridge) in the Paddy’s Creek Area at 10 a.m.
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WALKING THE WETLANDS – SUNDAY, MAR. 24

Park Ranger Earl Weaver will be meeting a group of adventurous hikers to the Old Catawba River to search for aquatic plants, 

animals, insects and birds. The wetland habitat in this area is rich in biodiversity and rarely visited by humans. Meet Ranger 

Weaver at the Canal Bridge Boat Access on NC 126 at 1:45 p.m. for a 2 o’clock carpool caravan to the site.

BOAT TOUR – MONDAY, APRIL 1

Lake James hosts many species of waterfowl during their return migration north, as well as the critters that stay here year-

round. Ranger-in-training Earl Weaver will be your captain and guide aboard the park patrol boat as we search for loons, 

otters, bald eagles and scenic vistas. The weather could be blustery, so be sure to dress warmly if you are one of the eight lucky 

participants. Registration is required and available on a first-come, first-served basis. Call the park office at 828-584-7728 to 

reserve your spot. Meet at the Paddy’s Creek Area East Picnic Shelter at 1:45 for a briefing and prompt departure at 2 p.m.

BOAT TOUR – FRIDAY, APRIL 5

Lake James hosts many species of waterfowl during their return migration north, as well as the critters that stay here year-

round. Ranger Clay Veasey will be your captain and guide aboard the park patrol boat as we search for loons, otters, bald eagles 

and scenic vistas. The weather could be blustery, so be sure to dress warmly if you are one of the eight lucky participants. 

Registration is required and available on a first-come, first-served basis. Call the park office at 828-584-7728 to reserve your 

spot. Meet at the Paddy’s Creek Area East Picnic Shelter at 12:45 for a briefing and prompt departure at 1 p.m.

NC SCIENCE FESTIVAL – WHERE DOES 

THE WATER GO? – SATURDAY, APRIL 13

Lake James is a terrific example of why clean 

water is so important to our way of life here at 

the top of the Catawba River Watershed. But, 

high water quality should never be taken for 

granted. Park Superintendent Nora Coffey will 

host this outdoor program that highlights the 

threats to our rivers, lakes and streams and 

what we can do to make sure they remain safe 

for all to enjoy. Meet at the Catawba River Area 

picnic shelter for a hands-on demonstration, 

followed by a short hike along the lakeshore. 

This program starts at 10 a.m.
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THE MOON AND BEYOND: STATEWIDE STAR PARTY– SATURDAY, APRIL 13 

Join Park Supt. Nora Coffey and the Catawba Valley Astronomy Club for an evening of exploring our moon and beyond. There will 

be activities for all ages and telescope viewing after dark. Telescopes will be provided, but please feel free to bring your own 

telescopes and/or binoculars if you have them. A chair or blanket is also recommended. Meet in the East Shelter of the Paddy’s 

Creek Area at 7:00 p.m. Pre-registration is strongly encouraged by calling the park office at 828-584-7728.

The NC Science Festival’s annual Statewide Star Party is made possible through the generous support of the NC Space 

Grant. www.ncspacegrant.org

NC SCIENCE FESTIVAL – MACRO-INVERTEBRATE 

STUDY – SUNDAY, APRIL 14

Aquatic life in our creeks and rivers goes far beyond the fish 

and crawdads you see with a casual glance. The ecosystem 

of moving water can be incredibly diverse, depending on 

water quality and other factors. At Lake James State Park, 

we are lucky to have a waterway of fantastic biological 

diversity and this program will show participants many of 

the hidden animals that call Paddy’s Creek home. Armed with 

nets, seines and buckets, participants will collect aquatic 

insects, crustaceans, fish, amphibians and more with Park 

Superintendent Nora Coffey. This program is suitable for all 

ages, especially those who are willing to get wet and have a 

great time. We will meet in the parking lot for the Holly Discovery Trail at the Paddy’s Creek Area at 11 a.m. Wear clothes you 

don’t mind getting wet and water shoes or waders if you have them.

HIKE PADDY’S CREEK TRAIL – WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17

When most folks have their minds on reading the newspaper or another cup of coffee, let’s take a morning stroll along one of the 

park’s most-popular trails – the Paddy’s Creek Trail. Park Ranger Clay Veasey, an expert in plant and animal identification, will 

guide you on this easy, 2-mile trek. Dress appropriately for the forecast and bring your curiosity for the wonders of Nature. Heck, 

we might even spot a bald eagle. Meet at the Paddy’s Creek Area bathhouse breezeway at 10 a.m.

BOAT TOUR – SUNDAY, APRIL 21

Lake James hosts many species of waterfowl during their return migration north, as well as the critters that stay here year-

round. Ranger Earl Weaver will be your captain and guide aboard the park patrol boat as we search for loons, otters, eagles 

and scenic vistas. The weather could be blustery, so be sure to dress warmly if you are one of the eight lucky participants. 

Registration is required and available on a first-come, first-served basis. Call the park office at 828-584-7728 to reserve your 

spot. Meet at the Paddy’s Creek Area East Picnic Shelter at 9:45 a.m. for a briefing and prompt departure at 10 o’clock.
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FRIENDS OF LAKE JAMES STATE PARK

While we appreciate Nature during 
every season, it’s hard not to get 
excited by the first signs of spring.

The landscape is a spectrum of 
greens as various trees leaf out and 
grasses and vascular plants sprout 
new growth to take advantage 
of the sunshine. Although it’s 
not known for an abundance of 
wildflowers, Lake James State Park 
is home to many colorful blooms. 
Keep your eyes peeled along the 
lakeshore for serviceberry trees and 
their cascade of delicate, white 
flowers, dogwoods and redbuds 
and even pinkster azaleas.

Equally telling of changing seasons is the arrival of many migratory birds. After spending the 
winter months in the tropics, the birds are flooding north. Some will pass us by on their way 
to breeding grounds as far away as the arctic tundra. Others will find the climate in western 
North Carolina just right for nesting and raising young.

For bird watchers, spring is a time for new discoveries and welcoming back old feathered 
friends. Among the first to arrive are the red-winged blackbirds. Male red-wingeds precede 
the females by a couple of weeks. The head start allows them to reach their preferred 
habitat in freshwater marshes and set up territories. By the time the brown-striped females arrive, the males will have 
already sorted out the living arrangements and can focus on impressing their potential mates.

The same staggered migration strategy can be seen in purple martins. These beloved members of the swallow family are 
almost entirely dependent on human-provided nesting facilities. With intricate “hotels” and stringers of hollow gourds, 
people have been encouraging martins to nest close by so they might dine on the annoying biting insects of summer.

Snakes are emerging from their long winter’s hibernation. Hikers and bikers will eventually run into snakes of various 
species along the trails. Black rat snakes are most commonly-encountered around Lake James, but eastern garter, black 
racer, eastern hognose and copperhead will also be about.

It’s time to knock the dust off the hiking boots and find your walking stick. Enjoy the start of spring. See you out on the trail!  

NATURE NOTES
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WHO WE ARE
A group formed in 2010, made up of 
dedicated people work together to 
help Lake James State Park meet its 
mission of providing opportunities for 
public enjoyment and education while 
still protecting the natural beauty and 
historic integrity of the State Park.

BOARD MEMBERS
Eric Jenkins - President
Robert Hunter - Vice President
Mike Sewell - Secretary
Annette Bryant - Membership Coordinator
Randall Conley - Member at Large
George Milner - Member at Large
Greg Norell - Member at Large
Shane Prisby - Member at Large
Molly Sandfoss - Member at Large
Jeff Stark - Member at Large
Jim Williams - Member at Large

To contact the Friends of Lake James 
State Park Group please email 
info@lakejamesstatepark.org



Since launching its 
inaugural campground 
host season back in 
2013, the program 
at Lake James State 
Park has been a great 
success; benefiting 
campers, who get easy 
access to information, 
firewood, trail maps and 
peace of mind, park 
rangers, who get “eyes 
and ears” on the facility 
24/7 and yet have more 
time to perform other 
essential duties, and the 
hosts themselves, who 
get to stay in one of the most scenic spots in North Carolina 
and meet some of the friendliest campers in the country.
The 2019 camping season is upon us and there are still 

a few openings for 
prospective campground 
hosts to apply. The park 
provides water, sewer and 
electrical hook-ups at no 
cost in return for dedicated 
volunteers that can provide 
a one-month commitment 
to the campground. 
Duties include registering 
campers, selling firewood, 
light clean-up around 
the sites and being good 
ambassadors for the park.

Anyone interested in 
becoming a campground 

host this year should email the park office at lake.james@
ncparks.gov as soon as possible.

It’s not too early to consider a summer seasonal 
position at Lake James State Park. Applications 
are being accepted to lifeguards, general utility 
workers and concessions stand attendants. 
Download a State Government Application for 
Employment (PD-107) by going online to www.
ncparks.gov and clicking on the “Get Involved” 
banner near the top of the page. Follow the 
prompts to “Seasonal Employment.” Once you’ve 
printed out an application and filled it out, mail 
it to Lake James State Park, P.O. Box 340, Nebo, 
NC 28761 or hand-deliver it to the Catawba River 
Area office (open Mon-Fri from 8 a.m. until 4:30 
p.m.) or the Paddy’s Creek Area office (open Fri-
Mon from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m.).

CAMPGROUND HOSTS WANTED FOR 2019

SEASONAL JOBS

FRIENDS OF LAKE JAMES STATE PARK
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INTRODUCING 
THE BLACK RAT SNAKE

The days are getting 
longer. The sun is 
shining brighter. The 
ground is getting 
warmer. No doubt 
about it – snake 
season is upon us. 

As cold-blooded 
serpents wake up 
from their winter 
hibernation we have 
the opportunity 
to observe and 
appreciate these 
fascinating creatures. 
Of the 37 species of 
snakes found in North 
Carolina, 20 of those 
have been recorded in 
Burke and McDowell 
counties.

Undoubtedly the most-familiar is the 
black rat snake. Like the majority 
of North American snakes, black rat 
snakes hatch from leathery-shelled eggs 
in late summer/early fall. The young are 
gray on top with dark brown “saddles,” 
which, in time, fade into the solid 
black coloration of adulthood. Their 
undersides are white, offset with some 
black markings. Typically, adults reach 
lengths around five feet, but especially 
large females can surpass seven feet.

Rat snakes are easily adaptable to 
many habitats, including those under 
human influence. For this reason, the 
rat snake, or black snake as it is often 

referred to regionally, is a common fact 
of life during spring, summer and fall in 
every North Carolina county.

Another reason for the rat snake’s 
success in the modern environment 
is the wide variety of prey it’s willing 
to pursue. As juveniles, rat snakes 
pursue and eat insects, slugs and other 
invertebrates. As they grow larger the 
menu expands to include, rodents, 
lizards, frogs, salamanders, bird eggs, 
small birds and even fish. Because they 
do not have venom to incapacitate their 
prey, rat snakes constrict their victims 
before consuming them.

In terms of human interaction, rat 
snakes are typically shy or indifferent 
when discovered. Their attitude quickly 

turns toward self-
defense if they are 
pursued or harassed, 
and who can blame 
them? If captured, 
most rat snakes 
will bite and often 
will excrete a nasty 
smelling musk to repel 
their antagonists. To 
avoid confrontations, 
rat snakes will often 
shake the end of 
their tails in dry 
leaves, mimicking the 
ominous threat display 
of the rattlesnake. 

The only other large, 
dark-colored snake 
an adult rat snake 

can be confused with in our area is the 
black racer – which is quite similar in 
appearance, but has a dark colored 
belly, large eyes and smooth scales. 
Young, highly-patterned rat snakes 
can be confused with a variety of other 
species.

As with all snake species, rat snakes 
are important components of a healthy 
environment. They provide direct and 
measurable benefits to humans by 
keeping rats and mice in check. Equally 
important is the beauty and sense 
of wonder snakes add to our outdoor 
experiences. A day with a snake is 
much better than a day without. 

Black Rat Snake
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Since late 2018, park visitors to the 
Paddy’s Creek Area have been presented 
with a curious pair of objects standing 
sentinel at the west end of the parking 
lot. Some folks have mistakenly tried to 
fill up their tires with air and some have 
parked beside them with the idea of 
vacuuming out their vehicles. Although 
the objects can’t help drivers with those 
maintenance chores, they can certainly 
make life a lot easier for folks who have 
joined the electric car craze.

Recognizing the reality of electric 
vehicles and the growing role they have 
in society, the Duke Energy Foundation 
awarded the N.C. Department of Parks 
and Recreation with a $30,000 grant to 
install charging stations at three western 
parks; Lake Norman, Crowders Mountain 
and Lake James. 

It remains to be seen how much use 
they’ll get, but as electric vehicles 
become more mainstream, it’s nice to 
know drivers have a place to re-charge 
at their favorite state park.

RE-CHARGING AT LJSP
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“The universe is 
 under no obligation 
to make sense to you.”
   Neil deGrasse Tyson
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SAVE THE DATE

AM-1250  “Your Kinda Country”  828-652-9500 • wbrmradio.com

• The annual Lake James Clean Up is scheduled for March 23. Volunteers are needed to help with this massive 
effort to remove trash from the Burke County shoreline of the lake and areas within the state park. Information 
will soon be available at the Community of Lake James Facebook page, or you can call Howard Morgan at 828-
438-7003 to talk about volunteering.

•  The Fonta Flora 50k and Half Marathon will be held along the trails and banks of Lake James State Park 
in North Carolina.  Come and enjoy the gentle rolling trails along the banks of Lake James and experience 
mountain scenery without mountainous trails. The race will start and finish at Fonta Flora Brewery’s 
Whippoorwill Farm in Nebo, NC in the shadow of Shortoff Mountain and the Linville Gorge. After you finish this 
beautiful half, enjoy a pint at the brewery! Portions of proceeds from the event will go to the further development 
of trails around Lake James, including the currently under construction Fonta Flora State Trail! For more 
information, go to www.ultrasignup.com. 

• The Lake James International, which is part of the AAA North Carolina Triathlon Series, will be returning to 
Lake James State Park on April 6. The series, which is celebrating its 21st anniversary in 2019, has been 
recognized as the premier statewide triathlon series in the U.S. This year’s race will consist of a 1500 meter 
swim, a 24.4 mile bike and a 10K run. For more information, go to www.trisignup.com/Race/NC/Nebo/
LakeJamesInternational.

• The 2nd annual SwimRun Lake James on April 20. This endurance race pits teams of two against the rest of 
the field and, more importantly, whatever weather is on tap for race day. Racers will navigate 2-3 miles of open 
water swimming and 13-14 miles of trail running (depending on the final course layout). Athletes will be vetted 
for experience in endurance events and registrations must be received by April 1. For more information, go to 
https://runsignup.com/Race/NC/Nebo/SwimRunNCLakeJames.

CATAWBA RIVER AREA:
Fishing Pier Trail (0.3 mile, easy)

Fox Den Loop Trail (2.25 miles, moderate)

Lake Channel Overlook Trail (1.5 miles, moderate)

Sandy Cliff Overlook Trail (0.5 mile, easy)

PADDY’S CREEK AREA:
Holly Discovery Trail (0.75 mile, easy)

Mill’s Creek Trail (3.6 miles, moderate)

Overmountain Victory Trail (2.0 mile, moderate)

Paddy’s Creek Trail (2.0 miles, moderate)

Tindo beginners’ mountain bike trail (4.0 miles)

Wimba intermediate mountain bike trail (11.25 miles)

LJSP TRAILS

PARK GENERAL INFO

• Gate hours during March and April are 7 a.m. 
until 9 p.m.

• The Hidden Cove Boat Access will reopen 
March 1. Gate hours are 7 a.m. until 8 p.m.

• The swim beach and concessions stand 
remain closed for the season. Canoe and 
kayak rentals are unavailable at this time.
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HOW TO JOIN THE FRIENDS OF LAKE JAMES STATE PARK GROUP

Become a member of Friends of Lake James State Park, and know that you are helping to preserve the natural 
beauty and historic resources of Lake James for generations to come. 
For more information please visit www.lakejamesstatepark.org or email info@lakejamesstatepark.org.  

Be a Friend of Lake James State Park 
Select class of annual membership: Name_______________________________________
____Individual $10 Address_____________________________________
____Family $25 City____________________State______Zip_______
____Corporate $50 Email ______________________________________
____Patron/Industry $100 - $999 $_____ Phone_______________________________________
____Lifetime  $1000 (or more) $ _____
   Return to:
   Friends of Lake James State Park, Inc.
   P.O. Box 1327
   Nebo, NC 28761

FRIENDS OF LAKE JAMES STATE PARK - MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

____I would like to be contacted about volunteer 
opportunities with the Friends of Lake James State Park

Where did you hear about us?____________________

Friends of Lake James State Park, Inc. is a registered 501(c)3 charitable organization. Receipt of membership will be supplied upon request.

HOW TO GET INVOLVED
Do you have an interest in Lake James State Park? 
Whether you enjoy hiking the trails, swimming at the beach 
or just picnicking with your family, there is some part of 
the park for everyone.  

Join the Friends of Lake James State Park group and 
learn about all the opportunities to help make the park a 
better place for everyone to enjoy. The Friends of Lake 
James State Park focus on working together to help Lake 
James State Park meet its mission of providing opportunities 
for public enjoyment and education while still protecting 
the natural beauty and historic integrity of the State Park. 
 
There are a variety of opportunities to get involved from trail 
work days, to volunteering at RiverFest and other festivals.  
Become a member of Friends of Lake James State Park, and 
know that you are helping to preserve the natural beauty and 
historic resources of Lake James for generations to come.  
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FRIENDS CONTRIBUTIONS

The Friends of Lake James State Park is proud to support the 
hardworking staff at Lake James State Park and contribute 
wherever we can to help improve park operations and offer new 
recreational opportunities to visitors. If you think these efforts 
are meaningful, please consider joining our group using the 
form at the bottom of this page.

• Boat Camping Project; partially funded, purchased 
 equipment including rebar driver and auger

• Stand-up Paddleboards; purchased two for rental fleet 
 and one for lifeguard use

• Funded instructor for Waterfront Safety training for 
 lifeguards

• Linville Overlook picnic area 

• Assisted with Overmountain Victory Trail 2 construction

• Holly Discovery Trail; partially funded and dedicated, 
 annual funding for upkeep

• Park of the Year celebration

• Sponsored night rides on mountain bike trails

• RiverFest Sponsor


